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The Honorable Willlam L, D'awson
Chairman, Committee on Govermment Qpers
U. 5, Howss of Representutives

Woshiagton 28, =, O,

Dear My, Chalvrmem:

Destassiting
viase, Changed Toy 8 § ¢

Mo Change In mass.m ------------

A

This is in vaply to your letter of 10 February 1938, requesting cur
canments ox H. K. 3755, & Bill To smend the Feleral Sraperty and
Administrative Jervices ~ct of 1949, as amenied, and lor other purposes, >’

Insofar as the Central Intelligence ~gency is concerned, it s our
opinion thet the Cirector already posseases the suthority to destrey any
intelligence records in times of suchk emergeacies as are contemplate
in H.R.3175% by virtue of the authority grasted umier Section 1023} of
the Natiomal Security Act of 1947 (¥, L. 253 - B0th Congress), which
states “That the iirector of Central Intelligence shall be responsible for
protecting intelligence scurces and methods fram nsauthorized disclosure,
This awthority would certainly appear to cover a situstion where there is
& pessibility that classified intelligence records might fall into hostile
hande,

Furthermare, Section 502(4)M17) of the Feseral Property and
Admainietrative Services Act of 1549 provides that nothing ia that Act
shall impair or affect any authority of the Central Intelligence sgency.
Therefore, ss fur as this sgency is comcerned K. R. 3788 would be in
sdidition to the legal authority which we presently possess,

Unier present world conditions, however, it wounld appear to be
highly desirable that Governoient officials be clothed with the anthority
contemplated by H.R, 1755, so that jocuments io the general fiel! of the
naticnal security could be destroyed when there is imminence of hostile
action at the place where such records are locate:,

Sincerely,
GGC:WLP/blc (14 June 1955) o
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